Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.027; wR factor = 0.063; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, [MnCl 2 (C 11 H 17 N 3 )], contains two crystallographically independent molecules with slightly different geometries. In each molecule, the Mn II ion is five coordinated by the N,N 0 ,N 00 -tridentate Schiff base and two Cl atoms in a distorted squarepyramidal geometry. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds link adjacent molecules into a three-dimensional network. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [MnCl 2 (C 11 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The Mn-Cl and Mn-N bond lengths in the two molecules are comparable with those in the related structures (Gibson et al., 2003; Reardon et al., 2002) . In the crystal, the adjacent molecules are connected via C-H···Cl hydrogen bonds into a three-dimensional polymeric structure. The crystal structure contains void spaces with the size of 54.00 Å -3 within which there is no evidence for included solvent.
A mixture of 2-acetylpyridine (0.61 g, 5 mmol) and N,N-dimethylethyldiamine (0.44 g, 5 mmol) in ethanol (50 ml) was refluxed for 2 hr followed by addition of a solution of manganese(II) chloride (0.63 g, 5 mmol) in a minimum amount of water. The resulting solution was refluxed for 30 min, then set aside at room temperature. The crystals of the title compound were obtained after a few days.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed at calculated positions (C-H 0.95-0.99 Å) and were treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) set to 1.2-1.5 times U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Displacement ellipsoid plot of the title compound at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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Special details
Geometry. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y+1/2, −z+3/2; (ii) −x+1, −y+1, −z+2; (iii) −x+1, y−1/2, −z+3/2.
